
The #1 instant New York Times bestseller by 
Jhumpa Lahiri, the Pulitzer Prize–winning  

author of Interpreter of Maladies  
UNACCUSTOMED EARTH is a superbly crafted new work of        

fiction: eight stories—longer and more emotionally complex than any 
she has yet written—these stories take us from Cambridge and Seattle 

to India and Thailand as they enter the lives of sisters and brothers, 
fathers and mothers, daughters and sons, friends and lovers. 

 
In the stunning title story, Ruma, a young mother in a new city, is  

visited by her father, who carefully tends the earth of her garden, where he and his grand-
son form a special bond. In “A Choice of Accommodations,” a husband’s attempt to turn an 
old friend’s wedding into a romantic getaway weekend with his wife takes a dark, revealing 

turn as the party lasts deep into the night. And in “Only Goodness,” a sister eager to give 
her younger brother the perfect childhood she never had is overwhelmed by guilt, anguish, 

and anger when his alcoholism threatens her family.   
 

UNACCUSTOMED EARTH is rich with Jhumpa Lahiri’s signature gifts: exquisite prose, 
emotional wisdom, and subtle renderings of the most intricate workings of the heart and 

mind. It is a masterful, dazzling work of a writer at the peak of her powers. 
 

One of the youngest writers ever awarded the Pulitzer,  
Jhumpa Lahiri is an international literary superstar:  

 
 Lahiri's debut story collection, Interpreter of Maladies, sold well over a million copies and 

received the Pulitzer and the PEN/Hemingway award. 
 

The Namesake was a New York Times Notable Book, and chosen Best Book of the Year by 
USA Today and Entertainment Weekly, among others.  

 
The Namesake has been released as a film directed by Academy Award-nominee Mira Nair   
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Praise for UNACCUSTOMED EARTH by Jhumpa Lahiri: 
 

“A testament to Lahiri’s emotional wisdom and consummate artistry as a writer.”–Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times  
 

“Peripatetic, sweeping stories–Lahiri’s best yet.” –Vogue  
 

“Splendid . . . The fact that America is still a place where the rest of the world comes to reinvent itself leaving behind the  
constrictions and comforts of distant customs–is the underlying theme of Jhumpa Lahiri’s sensitive new collection of stories.” 

 –The New York Times Book Review  
 

“Four stars. Beautifully rendered.” –People 


