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In what is perhaps her richest and most deeply 
searching novel, Anne Tyler gives us a story about 

Maryam Yazdan, who after thirty-five years in 
America must finally come to terms with her 

“outsiderness.” 
 

A luminous novel brimming with subtle, funny, and 
tender observations that cast a penetrating light on 
the American way as seen from two perspectives, 
those who are born in America and those who are 

still struggling to fit in. 
 
 

“Tyler encompasses the collision of cultures without los-
ing her sharp focus on the daily dramas of modern family 
life in her 17th novel . . .[A] touching, humorous story.” 

–Publishers Weekly 
 

“The author’s 17th novel exemplifies her skill at depicting 
seemingly quiet and unremarkable lives with sympathy 

and humor . . . A touching, well-crafted tale of friendship, 
families, and what it means to be an American.”  

–Library Journal (starred review) 
 

“The appearance of a new novel by Anne Tyler is like    
the arrival of an old friend.” 
–Washington Post Book World 

 
“Ms. Tyler deserves her reputation as a master of the fine 

threads of human relationships.”  
–The Wall Street Journal 
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