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A Ballantine Mass Market Export Edition 
On Sale September 4, 2008 

Now in paperback—the Internationally acclaimed novel 
by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of  

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay. 
Gentlemen of the Road is set in the Kingdom of Arran, in the 
Caucasus Mountains, between the Black Sea and the Caspian 
Sea, A.D. 950. It tells the tale of two wandering adventurers and 
unlikely soul mates, variously plying their trades as swords for 
hire, horse thieves, and flimflam artists–until fortune entangles 
them in the myriad schemes and battles following a bloody coup 
in the medieval Jewish empire of the Khazars. Hired as escorts 
for a fugitive prince, they quickly find themselves half-willing 
generals in a mad rebellion, struggling to restore the prince’s 
family to the throne. As their increasingly outrageous  exploits 
unfold, they encounter a wondrous elephant, wily Rhandanite 
tradesman, whores, thieves, soldiers, an emperor, and the truth 
about their young royal charge, whose slender frame conceals a 
startling secret and a warrior’s heart. 
 

Illustrated in B&W throughout by award-winning  
artist Gary Gianni. 

 
Praise for Gentlemen of the Road: 

"The action is intricate and exuberant...It's hard to resist its gath-
ering momentum, not to mention the sheer headlong pleasure of 

Chabon's language." --New York Times Book Review 
 

"[Chabon] is probably the premiere prose stylist--the                      
Updike--of his generation."   --TIME 

 
"These two gentlemen become a delight to know...This is an  

uproariously entertaining read."   --Booklist 
 

"Ridiculously entertaining. If the movie people don't snap this 
one up, somebody's asleep at the switch."  --Kirkus 
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