
The Enchantress of Florence is a brilliant historical novel 
set in Renaissance Florence and the court of the Mughal Em-

pire.  Drawing on more than seven years of research, the 
story of a woman attempting to  command her own destiny in 
a man’s world is by turns hilarious and profoundly moving, 

bawdy, and completely absorbing.  It brings together two cit-
ies that barely know each other—the hedonistic Mughal capi-
tal, in which the brilliant emperor, Akbar the Great, wrestles 
daily with questions of belief, desire, and the treachery of  his 
sons, and the equally sensual city of Florence, where  Niccolo 

Machiavelli takes a starring role. 
 

Rapturous Praise for The Enchantress of Florence: 
"This is 'history' jubilantly mixed with post-modernist magic realism."  

─Joyce Carol Oates, The New York Review of Books 
 

"As ever, Rushdie's verbal profusions war with his love of straight-up 
storytelling.  The reader wins." ─Time 

 

"Rushdie's brightest ideas have always concerned belonging, travel, and 
exile, and here he shapes them into a shimmering tale about the deep 

sweetness of home." ─Entertainment Weekly 
 

"Brilliant, fascinating, generous ... [a] sumptuous, impetuous mixture of 
history with fable.  It is a wonderful tale, full of follies and enchant-

ments. East meets west with a clash of cymbals and a burst of fireworks." 
- Ursula K Le Guin, ─The Guardian (London) 
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The Enchantress of Florence is Salman Rushdie at the 
height of his powers─a masterwork. Now, this international 

hardcover bestseller will soon be available in paperback! 
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