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"Konner's openness — to sources, to ideas — remains an 
overwhelming strength. A medical doctor as well as an  
anthropologist, he manages to achieve detachment...and 

something simultaneously transcendent."  
—The New York Times 

The Jewish Body 
by Melvin Konner 

 
Melvin Konner, a renowned doctor and anthropologist, takes the measure of the  

“Jewish body,” considering sex, circumcision, menstruation, and even those most  
elusive and controversial of microscopic markers–Jewish genes. But this is not only a 

book that examines the human body through the prism of Jewish culture. Konner  
looks as well at the views of Jewish physiology held by non-Jews, and the way those 
views seeped into Jewish thought. He describes in detail the origins of the first nose 
 job, and he writes about the Nazi ideology that categorized Jews as a public health  

menace on par with rats or germs.  
 

A work of grand historical and philosophical sweep, The Jewish Body discusses the  
subtle relationship between the Jewish conception of the physical body and the Jewish 
conception of a bodiless God. It is a book about the relationship between a land–Israel–

and the bodily sense not merely of individuals but of a people. As Konner describes,  
a renewed focus on the value of physical strength helped generate the creation of a  

Jewish homeland, and continued in the wake of it.  
 

With deep insight and great originality, Konner gives us nothing less than an 
 anatomical history of the Jewish people. 
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Benjamin  
Disraeli 

by Adam Kirsch 
 

A dazzling exami-
nation of the life of 

one of the most 
powerful and enig-
matic figures of the  
nineteenth century. 

 
 

 
 

“This is a lively, inquiring biography that 
reveals the prideful, exceptional man  

behind the famous politician.” 

Betraying 
Spinoza 

by Rebecca  
Goldstein 

 
A breathtaking  

biography of the  
renegade Jewish 
philosopher who  

gave us the modern 
world. 

 
“Goldstein has written a "nuanced  

portrait... of a man about whom few  
personal details are known." 

—The Jewish Week 

Barney Ross 
by Douglas  

Century 
 

A powerful story-
teller brings to life  

one of the most 
colorful boxers of 
the 20th  century. 

 

"A powerful account of the career of 'one  
of the two greatest Jewish boxers of  the 

twentieth century.'" 

—Publishers Weekly Starred Review  

The Wicked Son 
by David Mamet 

 
From the Pulitzer 

Prize-winning  
playwright, film-
maker, essayist,  

and novelist. 
 
 
 
 

"Like everything [Mamet] does, [The 
Wicked Son] is blunt and bracing, honest 

and provocative, original and gutsy." 
—The New York Times 

Marc Chagall 
by Jonathan Wilson 

 
A brilliant new  

perspective on one  
of the most  

beloved—and most  
misunderstood—

artists of the twenti-
eth century. 

 
 

"Written with clarity and compassion: a 
portrait Chagall would have enjoyed." 

—Kirkus Reviews 
 

Jews and Power 
by Ruth R. Wisse 

 
Taking in everything 
from the kingdom of 

David to the Oslo 
accords, Wisse  

offers a radical new 
way to think about 
the Jewish relation-

ship to power. 
 
 

 

“... [Jews and Power is] a good, fighting 
book that contains much information in few 

pages." 
—New York Times Book Review 

Emma Lazarus 
by Esther Schor 

 
The first biography 
of the 19th-century 
Jewish American 
poet whose lines 

are inscribed at the 
foot of the Statue 
of Liberty in New 

York Harbor. 
 

"...a sympathetic and balanced life of 
Emma Lazarus." 

       —The New York Times 
 
 
 

The Life of 
David 

by Robert Pinsky 
 

From one of our 
most admired poets, 
a brilliant retelling 
of the life of one of 
the most complex 

figures in the Bible. 
 

“...peering behind the Bible's spare record 
of action and speech, Pinsky seeks to  
discern the feelings and intentions of  

the living person from whom the myth 
 of David sprang."  

—The New York Times Book Review 

Maimonides 
by Sherwin B.  

Nuland 
 

A portrait of the 
great 12th century  
medical sage by 

one of our leading 
 medical men of 

letters. 
 
 
 

“....His book is a guide for those perplexed 
by Maimonides, as well as those ignorant 

of him." 

—The New York Times Book Review 
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